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In France, a country that awards its intellectuals the status other countries give their rock stars,

Michel Foucault was part of a glittering generation of thinkers, one which also included Sartre, de

Beauvoir and Deleuze. One of the great intellectual heroes of the twentieth century, Foucault was a

man whose passion and reason were at the service of nearly every progressive cause of his time.

From law and order, to mental health, to power and knowledge, he spearheaded public awareness

of the dynamics that hold us all in thrall to a few powerful ideologies and interests. Arguably his

finest work, Archaeology of Knowledge is a challenging but fantastically rewarding introduction to

his ideas. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Michel Foucault (1926-1984) was a French philosopher, historian of ideas, and social theorist and

activist; he wrote many books, such as Madness and Civilization: A History of Insanity in the Age of

Reason, The Birth of the Clinic, Discipline & Punish: The Birth of the Prison, The History of

Sexuality, Vol. 1: An Introduction, The History of Sexuality, Vol. 2: The Use of Pleasure, The History

of Sexuality, Vol. 3: The Care of the Self, etc. Openly gay [see the James Miller biography, The

Passion of Michel Foucault], he died of AIDS---the first â€œpublic figureâ€• in France to die of the

virus.
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